
 

 
 

 
 
MM Group will partner with the 2022 IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship for a 
responsible sporting event 
 
Press Release 4 Nov. 2021 

MM Group holds the position of an Official Sponsor of the 2022 IIHF Ice Hockey World 
Championship to be organized in Finland. The Ice Hockey World Championship will be played 
in Tampere and Helsinki on May 13 – 29, 2022.  

Products made from MM Group’s Finnish subsidiary MM Kotkamills’ easily recyclable food 
service board as well as recycling stations for the used tableware will be found in the arenas 
and in the Official Fan Zones throughout the 2022 IIHF WM. The aim is to make recycling as 
easy as possible. 

“Sustainability is an inherent value shared at this event. This opportunity to participate as a 
responsible partner offers us the chance to enhance the agenda of sustainability at sporting 
events and to advise spectators how to make events even more responsible.  We are pleased 
that the event organisers have wanted to replace the traditional food service products with 
new, eco-friendly alternatives,” says Ari Tanninen, Business Unit Director, Foodservice & 
Cupstock, MM Board & Paper. 

The International Ice Hockey Federation has created sustainability guidelines for its 
Championships and is glad that the 2022 IIHF WM has found such a strong partner for 
sustainability initiatives.  

“We have built the 2022 IIHF WM purposefully and step-by-step to be more sustainable. To 
have MM Group as an Official Sponsor for the 2022 IIHF WM is an opportunity to take the 
event’s eco-friendliness and sustainability to a new level. This will also make it more visible to 
spectators as the MM Group’s personnel will form MM Sustainability Team to advise fans in 
recycling. This partnership is a welcomed step towards decreasing the footprint of the 2022 
IIHF WM and significantly reducing the amount of plastic waste,” says Heikki Hietanen, the 
General Secretary of the 2022 IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship. 

The responsibility concept and actions planned for the 2022 IIHF WM have also impressed 
MM Group. 

“It is precisely these kinds of events that MM Group want to support through our responsible 
partnership programme. Responsibility is one of our core values, and we expect it from our 
partners as well. Building an ecologically more sustainable operating culture is always based 
on collaboration, and I am pleased that several companies and the 2022 IIHF Ice Hockey 
World Championship team have joined forces to advance environmental sustainability,” 
praises Saila Kettunen, Vice President, Sustainability and Communications at MM Kotkamills. 

The MM Sustainability Team representatives can be met at the event festival in Tripla, 
Helsinki on November 4th, 2021 at 10-19.   

  



 

Further information: 

Heikki Hietanen, the General Secretary of the 2022 IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship 
tel. +358 50 373 0303 
heikki.hietanen@2022.iihfworlds.com 

Saila Kettunen, VP, Sustainability and Communications, MM Kotkamills Boards Oy 
tel. +358 40 831 4763 
saila.kettunen@mm.group 

  

2022 IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship in Finland – facts 

• The 2022 IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship will be held 13.−29.5.2022 in Tampere and 
Helsinki 

• 16 teams play in the World Championship 

• A total of 64 games will be played, with each team having seven games in the preliminary 
round 

• The quarter-finals will be played in Tampere and Helsinki 

• The semi-finals and final and bronze games will be held in Tampere 

• Half a million guests are expected to attend the 2022 IIHF WM 

• The 2019 IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship reached a cumulative audience of over 1.6 
billion 

About MM Group 

MM Group is Europe’s leading producer of cartonboard and folding cartons focusing on sustainable and 
innovative fibre-based packaging solutions. Including the latest acquisitions, MM generates sales of 
approximately EUR 3.2 billion and employs approx. 12,500 people.  

MM Kotkamills joined the MM Group on Aug. 2nd 2021.  The integrated company in Finland 
manufactures innovative products created from wood, a renewable natural resource. Its range of 
sustainable products includes food-safe consumer boards, the high-quality saturating kraft paper 
Absorbex®, and ecological wood products. The fully recyclable AEGLE® and ISLA® boards, produced 
since 2016, were complemented in 2018 with water-based dispersion barriers, replacing plastics used 
in packaging and food service applications. All our products are environmentally friendly, recyclable and 
safe to use. 

 

 


